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FROM  EPISTLES  TO  THE  YEARLY  MEETING 

Viom  Iowa  Yearly  Meeting,  Whittier,  Iowa 

As  the  huge  trees  outside  our  quiet  meeting 
house  lift  prayerful  arms  to  God,  so  the  hearts 
of  those  within  are  lifted  up.  The  heat  of  the 
summer  day  is  left  outside  as  we  are  refreshed 
by  deep  draughts  of  God’s  love  yearning  over 
His  children. 

The  group  has  been  large  from  the  first  day 
of  Yearly  Meeting,  with  so  many  young  people 
and  children  that  our  hearts  are  filled  with  glad- 
ness. We  are  together  on  the  high  plateau  of 
these  precious  few  days,  lifted  out  of  ourselves 
by  an  enriching  spiritual  experience. 

At  the  same  time  we  are  reminded  that  as 
Friends  we  have  an  obligation  not  only  to  our 
inner  selves  but  also  to  our  fellow  men.  We 
feel  a responsibilty  to  voice  our  concern  over 
the  present  moral  standard,  especially  as  ex- 
pressed by  some  of  our  current  radio  and  tele- 
vision programs,  advertising,  and  literature. 

Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  increas- 
ing acceptance  of  military  conscriptiom  by 
Friends  as  well  as  by  the  majority  of  our  fellow 
citizens.  The  problem  is  how  we  can  keep  alive 
and  reinforce  our  historic  position  on  freedom 
of  conscience.  This  is  related,  too,  to  civil  liber- 
ties, particularly  as  they  are  limited  by  the 
adoption  of  loyalty  oaths  in  many  states.  What 
is  the  responsibility  of  Friends  in  our  time 
regarding  the  relationship  of  the  individual  to 
the  state? 

From  Friends  of  Monteverde,  Costa  Rica 

As  we  look  abroad  in  the  world,  we  often  feel 
discouragement.  It  sometimes  appears  that  the 
forces  of  evil  and  destruction  are  so  rampant 
that  the  future  is  hopeless.  Rut  there  is  a bright- 
er side.  The  Greater  of  the  Universe  is  still  all- 
powerful,  and  His  love  is  toward  the  children 
of  men.  In  all  countries  and  among  all  nations 
are  those  who  love  Him  and  desire  to  serve  Him 
with  a pure  heart.  So  we  may  have  courage  to 
hope  that  the  day  will  come  when  the  forces  of 
Light  and  Love  will  rise  over  the  s]')Tit  of  self- 
ishness, and  the  greed  for  wealth  and  power  so 
l^revalent  in  the  world  today,  that  the  neace  that 
all  peoples  long  for  may  become  realitv. 

May  we  all  be  awake  to  o'-r  ind'vidnal  duty  in 
brine'n(>;  that  dav  nearer.  Though  livhut  in  an 
out-of-the-way  corner,  mav  we  here  still  feel  the 
burden  of  the  world’s  suff('ring  and  try  to  un- 
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derstand  our  part  in  it.  We  may  not  be  called 
to  do  any  great  thing,  but  we  believe  that  every 
life,  however  humble,  lived  under  the  direction 
of  the  spirit  of  Ghrist,  brings  His  kingdom  a 
little  nearer. 

From  Japan  Yearly  Meeting,  Tokyo,  Japan 

The  motto  chosen  for  our  meeting  this  year 
was  “The  Faith  that  Endures  Tribulation.” 
When  we  considered  the  developments  of  the 
past  ten  years  in  the  light  of  our  motto,  we  saw 
more  truly  the  significance  of  existence  and 
struggles  in  the  midst  of  suffering,  and  we  said 
to  each  other,  “Let  us  strive  for  the  clay  when 
we  shall  be  more  than  conquerors,  for  the  glory 
of  our  Lord,  for  world  peace,  and  for  the  wel- 
fare of  society  and  of  the  individual.” 

Especially  in  the  year  to  come  ( 1956 ) we 
commemorate  the  70th  anniversary  of  the  com- 
ing of  Quakerism  to  Japan.  In  Japan,  in  the 
case  of  individuals  the  70th  birthday  is  held  to 
be  especially  propitious.  Afresh  we  determined 
to  think  of  the  performance  of  those  who  have 
gone  before,  and  to  fulfill  these  purposes. 

From  Wilmington  Yearly  Meeting, 

Wilmington,  Ohio 

We  have  tried  to  face  with  repentance  the 
complacency  of  some  of  our  Meetings,  and  our 
tendency  to  let  precious  Quaker  practices  be- 
come mechanical  (e.g.,  our  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness, and  our  special  vocabulary).  The  wheels 
of  our  traditional  committee  organization  con- 
tinue to  turn,  but  we  recognize  that  they  often 
do  not  grind  enough  meal  to  feed  the  current 
spiritual  hunger. 

We  have  been  challenged  to  bring  back  to 
life  that  art  of  fostering  each  other’s  inward 
growth  and  spiritual  gifts  which  used  to  be  the 
special  responsibility  of  Elders.  We  ha\’e  en- 
couraged the  spiritual  nuture  of  our  youth.  In 
oui  relations  with  eaf^h  other  as  well  as  with 
the  world  we  pray,  “May  the  fcai-  of  men  be 
replaced  by  the  power  of  God!” 


KENYA  WORK  CAMP 

'Ml  th('  indixidual  and  M{)nllil\’  Mca-tings  wlio  c'on- 
trilaik'd  to  llu'  A l'\S.C.  lund  to  help  scaul  Donald 
\'oorlu'('S  to  thiends  International  \\'ork  Camp  at 
K'isnmn,  K''n>a,  Fast  Airiea,  will  he  intc'Vt'sti'd  in  tlie 
I'lsl  Newsletter  Irom  llu-re,  dated  Mareh  25,  11)56. 

I lere  are  a lew  t'xeerpts: 

“On  l''('l)rnar\-  2.  the  eamp  ollieialK  started  with  the 
arrival  ol  l^onald  \'oorh(>es  Irom  .Vnu'iiea.  Knpert 
Hanu's,  an  I'aiglish  Friend,  has  been  at  the  mission 
lor  some  tinu'  doiny  \a\yelahle  yrowiny.  and  is  now 
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one  of  the  campers.  On  Feb.  2.5,  Ralph  Way,  another 
American,  arrived  from  India,  and  within  a few  days 
work  was  started  on  a vibrating  table.”  (This  will  be 
used  to  settle  concrete  in  block  forms,  making  the 
finished  product  harder. ) 

“On  March  21,  two  African  work  campers,  John 
Makesi  and  Jairus  Standa,  arrived.  Two  days  later,  two 
more  — Lazarus  Wanyonyi  and  Benjamin  Rambanya  — 
joined  us.  Plans  have  been  laid  out  for  the  first  T.  B. 
house  and  a week  was  spent  digging  foundation  and 
laying  a pipeline  from  the  hospital  to  the  location  of 
the  houses  300  feet  away.  The  work  camp  is  planning 
to  build  about  ten  houses  and  a T.  B.  ward. 

“For  the  present  Don  is  doing  the  cooking,  but  plans 
are  being  made  to  hire  a cook  so  as  to  give  more  time 
to  the  construction  and  also  more  free  time.  The  camp 
plans  to  work  an  eight-hour  day  five  days  a week.  One 
week  end  a month  we  plan  to  go  out  into  a village 
meeting  to  hold  a week-end  work  camp  to  help  on 
meeting  house  or  school.  Another  week  end  we  plan 
to  do  something  as  a group  on  Saturday  and  then  on 
Sunday  visit  a local  Meeting  at  the  worship  hour.” 

— Gretchen  Tuthill 


RACE  RELATION  CONFERENCE 

Over  Labor  Day  week  end.  Friends  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  will  gather  for  a Race  Relations  Con- 
ference, at  Wilmington  College,  Wilmington,  Ohio, 
under  the  sponsorship  of  Friends  World  Committee.  The 
conference  has  been  called  by  Friends  in  the  South 
and  border  states  who  have  in  recent  months  come 
face  to  face  with  opportunities  and  problems  in  human 
relations.  “Friends  have  sought  to  make  themselves 
channels  through  which  the  power  of  Divine  Love 
might  be  demonstrated,  and  to  establish  some  common 
ground  on  which  antagonists  could  meet  to  seek  a 
basis  for  reconciliation.  We  believe  at  this  time  Friends 
are  called  to  similar  service  in  the  field  of  race  rela- 
tions.” 


THE  JOHN  BEAMISH  BEQUEST 

Among  the  subjects  probably  to  be  discussed  at  La 
Honda  is  the  possibility  of  an  Old  People’s  Home  for 
Friends.  John  Beamish  left  $3,000  to  the  College  Park 
Monthly  Meeting  to  be  used,  if  additional  support  could 
be  obtained  for  the  establishment  of  such  a home. 
Obviously  the  amount  is  in  itself  totally  inadequate, 
but  it  was  hoped  by  John  Beamish  that  it  might  serve 
as  an  incentive  for  contributions  by  others. 

In  the  intervening  years,  there  has  been  occasional 
mention  of  his  bequest,  but  nothing  forthcoming  to  sup- 
plement it.  Several  questions  present  themselves:  I,  Is 
there  sufficient  demand,  among  Friends  in  the  West, 
for  such  a Home?  2,  Should  it  provide  simply  for  living 
accommodations,  without  nursing  or  medical  care?  3, 
Would  it  be  feasible  to  join  a home  established  by 
some  other  denomination,  or  by  some  group,  such  as 
teachers?  4,  If  established,  where  should  it  be  located? 

—Herbert  C.  Jones 


VETERANS'  RIGHTS 

The  following  letter  from  Bob  Barns  ( 1830  Sutter 
St.,  San  Francisco  15,  Calif.)  presents  a concern,  which 
may  be  shared  by  others.  He  suggests  a few  might  like 
to  discuss  the  matter  in  an  informal  way  at  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. 

“I  am  a convinced  Friend  who  did  not  realize  that 
Quakers  existed  until  after  a three-year  service  in  the 
Army,  part  of  it  overseas.  This  service  has  made  me 
eligible  for  veterans’  benefits  which  can  be  considered 
as  a sort  of  ‘back  pay’  for  services  already  performed. 
The  question  of  conscience,  of  course,  arises  because  I 
now  consider  the  question  of  war  and  military  service 
in  a different  light,  and  was  registered  as  a C.O.  until 
the  law  made  it  mandatory  for  me  to  be  given  an  over- 
age classification.  I have  used  some  of  these  veterans’ 
rights,  in  particular  the  federal  aid  to  students,  but 


with  increasing  uneasiness.  I am  now  eligible  for  state 
aid  to  education  for  veterans,  and  of  course  G.I.  finan- 
cing of  a home.  The  question  now  is  one  of  resolving 
my  present  feelings  with  the  temptations  of  the  decided 
advantages  offered  by  these  aids.  How  can  I have  a 
positive  witness  to  the  Friends’  approach  and  still  ac- 
cept these  benefits?  I tend  to  look  on  it  as  ‘back  pay’ 
for  a job  I would  not  now  accept. 

“I  have  a number  of  friends  who  are  all  veterans 
(some  of  whom  are  Friends),  all  of  whom  have  de- 
cided leanings  toward  pacifism,  who  see  no  issue  in- 
volved at  all.  Perhaps  there  isn’t  and  I am  making 
more  than  a mountain  out  of  less  than  a molehill.  Per- 
haps there  are  some  Friends  among  readers  of  the  Bul- 
letin who  feel  they  might  be  able  to  counsel  me.  Such 
counsel  will  be  warmly  received  and  carefully  con- 
sidered, for  this  is  a growing,  rather  than  a diminishing, 
concern  with  me.” 


ON  FRIENDS'  INTERPRETATION  OF  JESUS  CHRIST 

Friends  are  perennially  concerned  about  the  meaning 
and  role  of  Jesus  Christ  in  their  faith.  Recently,  for  a 
practical  purpose.  Friends  in  Claremont  found  in  neces- 
sary to  clarify  their  interpretation  of  Clirist.  This  was 
when  the  Meeting  was  considering  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  a proposed  Council  of  Churches  in  Claremont. 

Friends  were  concerned  that,  in  joining  such  a 
Council,  the  meaning  wliich  they  gave  to  the  preamble 
of  its  constitution,  as  it  relates  to  the  concept  of  Jesus 
Christ,  ought  to  be  made  clear  to  other  members  of 
the  Council.  The  following  statement  was  therefore 
offered  to  the  organizing  committee  of  the  Council. 
Other  Friends  may  be  interested  in  the  interpretation 
given. 

“Briefly,  Friends  have  interpreted  the  Christ  in  the 
spirit  of  the  first  chapter  of  John,  as  the  Word,  or 
divine  Inner  Light,  which  indeed  was  revealed  in  the 
life  of  Jesus,  which  also  in  some  degree  ‘enlightens 
every  man,’  and  which,  if  men  respond  to  it,  may 
bring  them,  in  the  words  of  George  Fox,  ‘into  the  Light 
of  Life.’  Friends  also  emphasize  that  by  walking  in 
this  Light,  we  may  answer  to  the  same  divine  Light, 
or  ‘that  of  God,’  in  every  one.  Friends  view  this  matter 
less  as  a question  of  creed  or  profession  than  as  one  of 
experience,  or  ‘possession.’  ” 

Other  members  of  the  Council  committee  showed 
some  surprise  at  Quakers  being  “so  interested  in 
theology.”  They  “did  not  presume  to  pass  on  Friends’ 
views,”  but  saw  no  hindrance  in  the  statement  to 
Friends  belonging  to  the  Council. 

— Ferner  Nuhn 


FROM  MANY  WINDOWS 

“I  am  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life;  no  man 
cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  Me.”  John  14:6. 

“Whatever  path  men  travel  is  My  path;  no  matter 
where  they  walk,  it  leads  to  Me.”  Bhagavad  Gita. 

These  two  views  bring  out  one  of  the  principle  dif- 
ferences between  the  Christian  religion  and  those 
Oriental  religious  philosophies  which  have  their  roots 
in  Sankrist  scriptures  and  teachings. 

Of  course,  very  few  Christians  believe  John’s  state- 
ment to  be  literally  true.  Hugh  Campbell-Brown,  in 
his  fine  article  in  the  May  Bulletin,  says  that  we  know 
that  while  Friends  receive  light  through  Christ- shaped 
windows,  they  recognize  that  many  receive  light  through 
windows  of  other  shapes,  and  that  it  is  the  same  light. 
This  seemed  to  me  an  especially  beautiful  expression 
of  a fundamental  truth,  a truth  which  is,  perhaps,  better 
understood  and  more  freely  e.xpressed  by  Friends  than 
by  any  other  Cluristians. 

The  theme  of  this  part  of  his  article  was  that  any 
statement  of  faith  by  Friends  should  include  the  re- 
quirement that  Friends  center  down  on  the  Christ- 
shaped window.  This  seems  acceptable  to  most  Friends 
and  friends  of  Friends.  Horace  Alexander  and  Mohandas 
Gandhi,  and  some  others,  thought  differently  and  had 
visions  of  a world  religion  or  coalition  of  religions  led 
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by  Friends  as  best  fitted  to  be  leaders  in  such  a move- 
ment. They  seem  to  have  been  wrong,  at  least  insofar 
as  the  present  time  is  concerned. 

I can  not,  however,  follow  Hugh  Campbell-Brown 
in  his  feeling  that  those  of  us  who  “get  glimi^ses  of 
light  through  many  windows  and  so  never  center  down 
to  getting  all  that  can  be  received  from  one”  are  the 
“most  pitiable  men.”  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
the  basis  of  his  statement.  Did  he  try  it  and  find  it 
unsatisfactory?  If  so,  he  has  simply  found  the  path  that 
is  right  for  him,  at  this  time;  and  there  is  no  greater 
satisfaction  than  that.  If,  however,  the  statement  is 
born  of  some  subconscious  sense  of  a requirement  of 
loyalty  to  our  native  conditions,  he  is  hardly  speaking 
to  oxir  condition. 

Many  of  us  struggled  through  the  theological  jungles 
as  he  so  aptly  described  them,  and,  seeking,  found  that 
when  we  emerged  from  all  of  them,  insofar  as  allegiance 
to  any  one  is  concerned,  there  was  our  own  true  light. 

For  God  has  provided  as  part  of  His  great  plan  that 
we  are  all  accepted,  loved,  reassured,  enlightened, 
chastened,  corrected,  and  guided  in  our  spiritual  growth 
quite  impartially,  according  to  our  needs,  our  efforts 
and  our  ability  to  receive.  And  the  particular  window, 
or  whether  we  accept  many  windows,  is  of  small  im- 
portance compared  to  our  earnestness  and  integrity. 

The  Friends,  with  their  silent  worship,  their  depen- 
dence on  the  light  within,  and  their  relative  freedom 
from  creeds,  offer  a welcome  haven  for  those  of  us 
who  enjoy  association  with  a religious  group,  but  can 
not  feel  comfortable  either  in  the  conventional  Cliristian 
churches  or  any  other  groups  which  expound  a special 
doctrine  and  say,  “This  is  the  way.” 

Perhaps  it  is  not  consistant  that  I believe  also  that 
we  do  have  a “The  way,”  — best  described  in  words 
as  the  “Inner  Light”,  whatever  that  may  mean  to  each 
of  us. 

One  more  quotation  from  the  Bhagavad  Gita,  which 
seems  especially  appropriate  for  Friends:  “When  thou 
shalt  rise  beyond  the  plane  of  illusion,  then  shalt  thou 
cease  to  disturb  thyself  regarding  doctrines,  theology, 
disputations  concerning  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  other 
useless  trimmings  upon  the  cloth  of  spiritual  thought. 
Then  shalt  thou  be  liberated  from  attachments  to  sacred 
books,  to  writings  of  learned  theologians,  or  to  those 
who  would  interpret  that  which  they  fail  themselves 
to  understand;  but  instead,  shalt  thou  fix  thy  mind  in 
earnest  contemplation  of  the  Spirit,  and  thus  reach  the 
harmony  with  thy  Real  Self,  which  underlies  all.” 

—Virgil  G.  Moore 

BOOK  REVIEW 

The  Twenty-third  Psalm,  a Gommentary,  by  Joseph 
D.  Leuty,  Jr.  Publ.  by  Exposition  Press,  New  York. 
$3.00. 

The  twenty-third  psalm  is  probably  the  best  known 
and  best  loved  portion  of  the  Bible:  most  church  goers 
can  say  it  by  heart,  and  many  children  can  also  recite 
it,  enjoying  the  sound  and  rhythm  although  they  may 
only  partly  understand  the  picturesque  language.  When 
a new  book  appears  on  the  psalm,  it  at  once  commends 
itself  to  the  interest  of  a large  audience. 

One  of  the  most  recent  of  these  is  a commentary  by 
Joseph  D.  Leuty,  Jr.,  of  Whittier,  Galifornia.  This 
booklet  is  composed  of  eighteen  chapters  or  medita- 
tions, loosely  tied  together  by  headings  of  a verse 
or  phrase  from  the  psalm.  While  the  reader  may  not 
find  in  the  commentaries  a close  approximation  to 
either  the  thought  or  beauty  of  the  psalm,  he  will  be 
conscious  of  a deep  conviction  that  each  human  be- 
ing has  a great  influence  on  all  those  he  encounters, 
even  though  the  meeting  be  of  the  briefest.  He  must, 
therefore  show  the  love  of  God  in  every  moment  of 
his  life  and  in  all  his  actions.  This  Joseph  Lenty  feels 
it  imperative  for  each  of  us,  and  in  order  to  accomplish 
it  we  must  ourselves  be  conscious  of  the  presence  of 
God,  as  our  Guide,  our  Shepherd,  and  the  Saviour  of 
our  Souls. 


The  underlying  theme  of  the  little  book  is  the 
author’s  faith,  that  God  is  eager  and  able  to  strengthen 
and  support  us,  and  to  work  through  us  for  the  joy 
and  salvation  of  the  world. 

—Eleanor  O.  Brownell 


NEW  ZEALAND  GENERAL  MEETING 

Erom  Mary  G.  Gamprell  (295  Park  Bd.,  Palmers- 
don  North,  N.Z. ) comes  a report  of  New  Zealand  Gen- 
eral Meeting  held  at  Wanganui,  May  10  to  14.  We  are 
sorry  not  to  be  able  to  reproduce  the  whole  report,  but 
here  are  a few  quotations: 

“Before  the  General  Meeting  itself  began,  there  was 
a day  of  retreat  or  meditation  arranged  by  the  Peace 
Gommittee  and  based  on  “the  fruits  of  the  Spirit” 
( Galatians  V,  22-23 ) . I think  the  depth  of  these  hours 
remained  with  us  through  the  sessions.  As  usual  we 
had  greetings  from  Friends  unable  to  be  present,  among 
them  a welcome  letter  from  Robert  and  Lyra  Dann, 
who  expect  soon  to  be  spending  a year  in  Friends’ 
service  at  the  half-way  house  of  Honolulu. 

“Our  membership  has  risen  by  36  to  a total  of  523, 
and  we  are  glad  to  know  that  a regular  meeting  has 
been  started  at  Napier  . . . There  was  a long  discussion 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Wanganui  Friends’  School  and  our 
responsibility  for  it.  Then,  too,  there  is  the  continuing 
question  of  how  best  to  care  for  the  children  of  the 
Meetings  — to  answer  their  questions,  bring  them  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  understanding  of  Quaker 
principles.  As  well  as  thinking  of  the  children  who  can 
come  to  the  meeting  houses,  we  have  to  remember 
those  who  are  isolated  and  can  not  join  in  classes.  It 
was  also  felt  that  when  the  Round-the-World  Letters 
stop,  at  16  to  18,  there  is  need  to  bridge  the  gap  and 
help  bring  the  young  people  into  the  life  of  the  Meet- 
ings. 

The  question  of  the  nuture  of  our  spiritual  resources 
was  considered.  Friends  have  been  much  stimulated 
by  the  visit  of  Lucy  Burtt  and  her  answer  to  the 
challenge  of  modern  problems  as  giving  new  incentive 
to  study  the  Bible,  thinking  afresh  our  Gliristian  faith, 
practising  the  presence  of  God.  We  must  reach  out 
and  adventure  new  things. 

“Our  Peace  Gommittee  has  of  recent  years  shown 
itself  alive  not  only  to  issues  of  peace  and  war  but 
also  to  matters  of  public  interest  where  questions  in- 
volving our  principles  arise:  upholding  the  rights  of 
conscience,  prison  reform,  abolition  of  capital  punish- 
ment. Recognizing  that  interest  in  these  matters  is  the 
logical  carrying  out  of  the  principles  of  peace-making, 
the  General  Meeting  approved  the  change  of  title  of 
the  committtee  to  “Peace  and  Public  Relations.”  In  the 
next  eighteen  months  a challenge  faces  us,  since  a 
referendum  is  to  be  made  on  the  question  of  abolition 
of  the  death  penalty.  This  is  a piece  of  work  we  can 
not  delegate  to  a committee,  but  should  all  share  . . .” 

MORE  ASIAN  AND  PACIFIC  OUTLOOK 

“The  two  letters,  one  from  the  Danns  and  one  from 
Eric  Pollard,  in  the  February  issue,”  writes  Mary 
Trott  (29  Tilyard  St.,  Montrose,  Tasmania),  “con- 
cerning the  term  wliite  Au.stralia  and  the  relationship 
of  Australian  friends  to  Friends  World  Committee, 
were  helpful  in  e.xplaining  the  unfortunate  term  which 
defines  Australia  to  so  many  people. 

The  white  Australia’  policy  is  not  a social  question 
blit  chiefly  an  economic  one.  Australian  people  are 
friendly  and  Iiospitable  to  Asians.  The  Australian  sec- 
tion of  the  World  Conneil  of  Churelies  suggested  a 
ehange  in  the  immigration  policy  even  before  Friends 
did  at  this  1956  General  Meeting.  The  main  opposition 
to  allowing  Asians  to  settle  in  Australia  eoines  from 
die  trade  unions,  wlio  feel  the  dangers  of  eompetition. 

More  and  more  Australia’s  particular  Asian  prob- 
lems, her  proximity  to  Asia,  in  fact  her  being  the  onlv 
primarily  light-people  nation  in  an  area  of  the  world 
consisting  of  nations  ol  (irimarily  darker  peoples,  are 
bi'ing  realized;  and  slow’ly  this  realization  is  bringing 
about  greater  interehange  of  iieople  and  ideas.  As  this 
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happens  there  will  be  less  dependence  on  the  ‘Mother 
Country’  and  more  of  Asian  and  Pacific  outlook  . . . 
Australia  is  in  a period  of  transition  and  Friends  are 
searching  for  the  best  means  of  service.  As  we  wrote 
in  this  year’s  Epistle:  ‘The  great  opportunities  and 
responsibilities  of  this  vast  continent  are  apparent  to 
us;  for  service  to  our  aborigines,  for  appreciation  of 
our  Asian  neighbors  . . . and  searching  for  clarity  as 
to  our  proper  place  as  a member  of  the  world  com- 
munity of  Friends.’  ” 


REALISTIC  ACCOUNT 

I was  very  much  interested  in  Ed  Sanders’  realistic 
account  of  the  Friends  World  Committee  meeting  at 
Germantown,  Ohio,  and  so  glad  he  spoke  out  and  was 
not  just  eulogistic.  I was  rather  surprised  to  see  the 
criticism  of  him  in  a later  issue.  Certainly  the  term 
“white  Australians”  is  often  used  for  those  who  plank 
for  a white  Australia,  shutting  out  those  from,  say,  the 
East,  but  not  entirely,  and  I think  E.  S.  just  meant 
those  who  stick  closely  to  England.  I wonder.  Anyway, 
I wasn’t  upset.  But  apparently  the  majority  of  Australian 
Friends  don’t  want  to  be  a Yearly  Meeting;  nor  would 
New  Zealand  Friends  if  the  matter  came  up,  which  it 
hasn’t.  Like  Ed  Sanders,  and  some  more  of  you,  I face 
towards  Asia  and  the  Pacific  Coast  of  America,  the  Pa- 
cific Rim,  and  only  wish  we  could  do  more  to  be  linked 
up. 

—John  Johnson 

262  Main  Road,  Sumner  S.E.  3 

Christchurch,  New  Zealand 


REPORT  OF  VISITATION  COMMITTEE 

The  committee  reports  it  lias  been  a privilege 
for  the  members  to  worship  with  many  Friends 
groups.  Most  of  them  have  been  within  the 
scope  of  our  Yearly  Meeting.  Two  members  re- 
port they  have  visited  Meetings  extensively 
in  Eastern  United  States  and  Canada.  Most 
Meetings  have  shown  growth  in  members  and 
responsibility  for  the  spiritual  and  social  life  of 
their  Meeting.  In  one  meeting  for  worship  the 
messages  showed  unfamiliarity  with  Friends’ 
manner  of  worship.  Two  of  us  were  very  glad 
to  visit  with  Friends  in  Honolulu  and  to  feel  a 
part  of  their  meetings  for  worship  and  business. 

Our  representatives  in  New  Mexico  report  that 
a group  appears  to  be  interested  in  establishing 
a Meeting  at  Gallup,  New  Mexico.  Several  fam- 
lies  in  Fresno,  California,  and  vicinity  meet  ev- 
ery other  week  for  their  Sunday  School  and  hour 
of  worship. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  report  the  passing  of 
E.  Roberts  Richie,  a valued  member  of  our 
committee. 

We  would  emphasize  the  value  and  import- 
ance to  all  of  our  members  of  visiting  other 
Meetings  than  our  own  when  way  opens  for  us 
to  do  so. 

On  behalf  of  the  committee, 

Anna  and  William  James 


10351  MEMBERS! 

Report  of  Secretary 

We  have  received  final  reports  and  corrections 
which  indicate  that  on  June  1,  1955,  the  Meet- 
ings of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  had  a total  mem- 
bership of  998  adults  and  226  children.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  82  ehildren  were  listed  as  assoeiate 
members.  During  the  following  year  the  Meet- 


ings gained  21  members  by  birth,  54  by  transfer 
and  41  by  convincement.  The  losses  were  SM  by 
death,  53  by  transfer,  and  27  by  release.  (In 
one  Meeting  recognizing  dual  membership, 
these  members  are  counted  as  % members  in  the 
statistics. ) On  June  1,  1956,  the  membership 
totalled  1035/2  adults  and  237  children.  In  ad- 
dition, the  Meetings  reported  one  adult  associ- 
ate member  and  117  associate  members  who 
are  children.  The  children  who  are  members 
are  in  12  Meetings  and  those  with  associate  or 
other  temporary  membership  are  in  13  Meet- 
ings. Two  Vleetings  do  not  have  any  form  of 
membership  for  ehildren.  There  are  approxi- 
mately 470  regular  adult  attenders  at  the  Meet- 
ings for  Worship  and  113  of  these  attenders  are 
members  of  other  Meetings.  There  are  418  chil- 
dren who  are  attenders.  These  figures  are  for 
24  Meetings  and  do  not  inelude  Shanghai.  The 
clerks  of  13  Meetings  prepared  the  statistical  re- 
ports. The  other  Meetings  have  recorders  who 
are  responsible  for  records  and  reports. 

In  response  to  the  questions  about  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Meetings,  twenty  reported  reading 
the  Queries  regularly  and  two,  occasionally. 
Nineteen  Meetings  have  First-day  schools  in 
connection  with  the  meeting.  Fifteen  Meetings 
have  sponsored  publie  meetings  or  cooperated 
in  making  the  arrangements  for  such  meetings. 
Thirteen  Meetings  have  had  members  who  ha\'e 
attended  work  camps  or  Service  Committee 
projects  during  the  past  year.  Twenty-nine 
members  were  mentioned  specifically.  There 
have  been  study  groups  in  connection  with 
twenty-one  Meetings.  Friends  have  studied  the 
Old  Testament,  the  New  Testament,  Kenwor- 
thy’s  Toward  a Fourth  Century  of  Quakerism, 
the  meaning  of  membership  in  the  Society  of 
Friends,  the  history  of  Friends,  the  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting  Discipline,  Friends  testimonies, 
civil  h’berties.  Fox’s  Journal,  Barclay  in  Brief, 
comparative  religions,  the  teachings  of  Jesus, 
Barclay’s  Quaker  Leaders  Speak,  early  Friends’ 
lives  and  writings,  “Practical  Implications  of  our 
Faith”  (fourth  study  booklet  in  F.W.C.  series), 
juvenile  guidance.  The  Quaker  Approach,  Faith 
and  Practice,  assorted  Pendle  Hill  pamphlets, 
the  Prophets,  “Speak  Truth  to  Power,”  non-vio- 
lence, capital  punishment,  Kelly’s  Testament  of 
Devotion,  Indians  and  Indian  work  eamps,  ser- 
ies on  “Letting  our  Lives  Speak,”  child-parent 
relationships,  John  Woolman’s  Journal,  Howard 
Brinton’s  Friends  for  300  Years,  Sharman’s  Jesus 
as  Teacher,  use  of  scienee,  religion  and  mental 
health,  civil  defense,  loyalty  oaths,  religion  in 
higher  education,  living  with  pre-adolescents, 
paeifism  in  the  home,  Elfrida  Vipont  Fould’s 
Story  of  Quakerism,  and  preparation  for  Yearly 
Meeting. 

* 

This  year  we  sent  out  a questionnaire  de- 
signed to  find  out  what  the  Meetings  have  been 
doing  in  regard  to  membership  and  the  response 
has  been  excellent.  The  variety  is  almost  as  great 
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as  the  number  of  Meetings  will  permit. 

There  are  two  points  on  which  all  Meetings 
agree.  All  Aleetings  accept  members  by  trans- 
fer from  other  Friends  Meetings  and  all  Meet- 
ings accept  members  by  convincement  and  ap- 
plication. Members  are  accepted  by  transfer 
from  other  religious  groups  by  7 Meetings. 

Fifteen  Meetings  recognize  “dual”  member- 
ship, permitting  members  to  retain  membership 
in  another  Friends  meeting.  Comments  were: 
“called  associate;”  “permitted  but  not  encour- 
aged;” “called  sojourning;”  “do  not  encourage 
dual  membership  but  have  made  a special  ex- 
ception in  one  case;”  and  “rare  in  our  Meeting. 
Six  Meetings  permit  the  retention  of  member- 
ship in  another  religious  group.  Comments 
were:  “do  not  wish  to  sanction  this  but  actually 
have  three;”  “called  associate;”  “under  very  spe- 
cial circumstances;”  “both  categories  have  ex- 
isted in  our  meeting  but  has  not  been  clarified 
as  to  whether  they  are  recognized;”  and  “special 
exception  for  one  person.” 

One  Meeting  has  a temporary  membership 
for  adults  which  they  call  associate  and  which 
allows  college  students  to  participate  while  re- 
taining their  own  church  membership.  One 
Meeting  has  a temporary  membership  called 
sojourning  which  is  for  members  of  other  Meet- 
ings making  an  extended  but  not  a permanent 
stay.  One  Meeting  recognizes  members  of  other 
Meetings  who  have  not  formally  transferred  and 
considers  them  to  be  full  participating  mem- 
lers. 

In  one  Meeting  membership  applications  are 
acted  upon  directly  by  the  monthly  meeting  for 
business.  In  22  Meetings  the  applications  are 
first  received  by  a committee.  In  11  Meetings 
this  is  the  ministry  and  counsel,  ministry  and 
oversight,  or  counsel  and  oversight  committee. 
In  4 Meetings  it  is  the  committee  on  oversight, 
in  4 Meetings  it  is  the  committee  on  visitation, 
and  in  one  it  is  the  committee  on  membership. 

In  answer  to  the  question  on  whether  Meet- 
ings “consider  full  membership  important  for 
those  holding  offices  in  the  Meeting,”  there  was 
considerable  diversity  in  practice,  although  ail 
required  that  the  clerk  be  a member.  The  ma- 
jority of  Meetings  required  that  members  of 
committees  on  ministry  and  oversight,  trustees, 
and  important  committee  chairmen  be  Friends. 

The  final  section  of  the  cpiestionnaire  was  on 
children’s  membership.  In  two  Meetings  all  chil- 
dren are  considered  attenders.  A child  is  auto- 
matically a full  and  permanent  member  at  birth 
if  both  of  his  parents  are  members  in  one  Meet- 
ing and  in  five  Meetings  if  there  is  no  objection 
on  the  part  of  his  parents.  A child  may  become 
a full  and  permanent  member  at  birth  at  the 
re(juest  of  both  of  his  parents  in  one  Meeting 
if  both  parents  are  members  and  in  nine  Meet- 
ings if  one  or  both  parents  are  members. 

Twelve  Meetings  have  a temporary  membcM- 
ship  for  children.  Eight  call  it  associate  mem- 
bership and  the  other  names  given  wc'ix'  famih’. 


birthright,  and  junior.  A child  is  automatically 
a temporary  member  at  birth  in  two  Meetings 
if  both  of  his  parents  are  members  and  in  one 
Meeting  if  one  parent  is  a member.  A child 
may  become  a temporary  member  in  10  Meet- 
ings at  the  time  of  his  birth  at  the  rec^uest  of 
both  of  his  parents  if  one  or  both  are  members. 
The  termination  of  this  temporary  membership 
occurs  at  “the  time  asks  for  membership  or  re- 
moval” in  five  Meetings.  In  other  Meetings:  “at 
adulthood,”  “when  he  is  old  enough  to  decide” 
or  “about  18.” 

In  the  case  of  children  of  parents  who  are 
joining  the  Meeting  and  if  the  children  are  less 
than  adult,  12  or  14,  14,  16,  or  18  years  of  age, 
the  parents  may  request  permanent  membership 
for  the  child  in  four  Aleetings  or  temporary 
membership  in  five  Meetings.  In  seven  Meet- 
ings the  child’s  membership  is  automatic:  three 
give  him  permanent  membership  and  four  give 
him  temporary  membership. 

—Mildred  Burck 


REPORT  OF  BULLETIN  COMMITTEE 

We  have  tried  to  produce  the  Bulletin  of  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting  with  greater  regularity  this 
year,  and  we  shall  keep  working  on  this  pro- 
blem. The  number  of  subscribers  continues  to 
grow.  Of  the  Alay  issue  (the  most  popular 
recent  publication,  with  the  exception  of  “Reli- 
gious Education  in  the  Home”),  we  had  1250 
copies  printed.  We  have  ten  left.  This  is  due 
to  the  sending  out  of  a number  of  samples  and 
to  requests  for  extra  copies.  A regular  mailing 
is  about  1190.  Of  these  a few  more  than  50  go 
to  22  countries  outside  continental  North  Ameri- 
ca, 23  to  Canada,  and  15  to  Mexico.  Thirty-eight 
states  and  territories  of  the  United  States  are 
represented  on  our  lists. 

This  figure  of  1190  represents  a significant 
increase  over  that  of  three  years  ago,  just  after 
we  have  reviewed  our  files  and  remo\'ed  a large 
number  of  names  of  persons  from  whom  we  had 
heard  no  word  for  five  years  or  more.  (The 
subscription  list  was  then  1060.)  While  this  is 
encouraging,  we  wonder  whether  the  increase 
in  three  years  is  as  large  as  it  should  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  growth  of  our  Yearly  Meeting. 
In  a number  of  Meetings,  faithful  committee 
members  and  corresponclents  ha\e  promoted 
subscriptions  to  the  Bulletin;  a few  Meetings 
subscribe  for  all  members  and  some  attenders. 
But  we  should  like  to  enlist  the  help  of  all  mem- 
bers of  Yearly  Meeting  to  find  waws  in  which 
the  paper  can  be  of  most  use  to  the  member- 
shi]i. 

The  issue  prepared  by  the  Education  Com- 
mittee and  printed  a year  ago,  “Beligious  Ediu'a- 
tion  in  the  Nome,  remains  tlu'  outstanding  )iro- 
dnct  of  the  last  two  \ears.  In  n'printed  pamphlet 
tonn  it  has  Ix'en  widt'b-  distn'bnti'd  and  nsi'd 
both  in  (dnaker  circk'S  and  elsi'w  luae.  llowc'X’er, 
lu'cansc'  ol  tlu'  large'  printing  mack'  possible'  b\’ 
• spe'cial  orek'is  Iroin  l^rie'iids  Ce'iu'ial  ( ionle're'nc'e' 
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and  Friends  World  Committee,  we  have  on  hand 
a sizeable  number  of  these  pamphlets,  which 
we  hope  may  continue  to  be  useful. 

This  year  the  Bulletin  Committee  and  the 
editor  have  been  pleased  with  the  quality  of 
inaterial  which  has  come  to  the  editor’s  desk. 
Not  all  of  the  contributions  have  appeared  in 
print  for  various  reasons.  We  hope  that  you 
will  continue  to  send  in  your  concerns  so  that 
the  Bulletin  may  be  able  to  represent  a cross 
section  of  opinion  of  the  entire  Yearly  Meeting. 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  Bulletin  staff  that  it  should 
be  at  the  service  of  the  local  and  Monthly  Meet- 
ings, and  space  will  gladly  be  given  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  topics  of  general  interest. 

For  the  committee, 

Gkace  Lawrence,  chairman 
Esther  C.  Richards,  editor 


REPORT  OF  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

This  year  the  Education  Committee  has  ex- 
plored the  interest  in  Eriends  secondary  schools 
and  resources  to  implement  the  interest.  Mem- 
bers of  the  committee  in  Southern  California 
have  met  together  four  times,  have  circulated 
materials  provided  by  the  Friends  Council  on 
Education,  and  have,  through  reading,  corre- 
spondence, and  school  visits,  attempted  to  gain 
an  understanding  of  the  opportunities  and  the 
hazards  associated  with  the  development  of  a 
secondary  school.  For  the  committee  it  has  been 
an  educational  experience.  We  have  acquired 
information  about  the  realities  of  Quaker  schools 
in  the  East,  and  the  dreams  for  some  in  the 
West.  Our  meetings  have  given  us  insight  into 
ways  each  of  us  would  improve  on  existing  edu- 
cation and  limitations  we  forsee  in  possible  al- 
ternates. 

Discussions  have  included  reference  to  Eirst- 
day  School  programs,  extra-curricular  school  ac- 
tivities, the  benefits  of  youth  organizations,  such 
as  “Y,”  Scouts,  or  Camp  Fire  Girls.  We  have  re- 
flected repeatedly  that  none  of  these  programs 
is  as  basic  as  the  education  which  centers  in  the 
home.  Yet  we  recognize  that  the  child’s  needs 
exceed  the  capacity  of  the  home  to  educate  and 
that  the  resources  listed  above  all  are  needed 
for  a sound,  well-rounded  launching  of  the 
young  in  the  community. 

An  article  published  in  the  February  Friends 
Bulletin  over  the  signature  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee*  was  actually  the  result  of  study 
by  the  Southern  California  members.  Subse- 
quently a questionnaire  was  developed  for  use 
by  Monthly  Meetings  to  stimulate  discussion  on 
questions  the  committee  felt  would  be  helpful 
at  this  time. 

Our  report  will  have  several  parts,  the  first  of 
which  is  presented: 

I.  Toward  Development  of  Friends  Sec- 
ondary Schools  in  the  West. 

II.  Reports  from  Educational  Projects  with- 
in Yearly  Meeting. 

III.  Reports  on  Educational  Programs  of. 


Monthly  Meetings. 

IV.  Questionnaire  to  Monthly  Meetings. 

At  Yearly  Meeting  we  will  exhibit  materials 
sent  the  Committee  from  the  Eriends  Council  on 
Education,  from  the  project  in  the  Meetings,  and 
other  programs  of  an  educational  nature. 

Discussion  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  topics 
related  to  First-day  Schools,  adult  education 
within  the  Meetings,  and  other  concerns  of 
Friends  who  have  written  the  committee  during 
the  past  year  will  complete  the  service  of  this 
committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

—Lois  Bailey,  Gretchen  Rudnick,  Libby  Van 
Dolsen,  Alice  Way,  Fred  Allan,  Eleanor 
Foster,  Dorothy  Pinney,  Dorothy  Lash, 

Frances  M.  Thompson,  chairman 
» # # 

I.  Toward  development  of  Friends  Secondary 
Schools  in  the  West 

After  corespondence  among  its  members  and 
evaluation  of  the  questionnaires  returned  by  the 
Monthly  Meetings,  the  Education  Committee 
submits  for  the  consideration  of  Yearly  Meeting 
the  following  report: 

There  is  some  interest  in  establishing  Eriends 
secondary  schools.  This  interest  reflects  high 
value  placed  on  Friends  educational  ideals.  It 
does  not  underestimate  the  costliness  of  the  kind 
of  education  we  seek— cost  in  terms  of  devoted, 
adequately  prepared  personnel,  as  well  as  of 
buildings  and  equipment.  At  the  elementary 
level,  schools  generally  demand  less  specific 
knowledge  of  subjects.  Yet  Friends  education 
at  all  levels  seeks  to  develop  qualities  of  inter- 
relatedness of  persons.  They  do  subscribe  to  the 
same  goals  of  learning:  for  the  individual  to  be- 
come an  effective  element  in  the  growth  of  com- 
munities. 

One  problem  discussed  by  the  committee  was 
the  relatively  higher  cost  of  administration  of 
secondary  school  programs.  At  this  level  young 
people  need  a social  group  large  enough  to  chal- 
lenge their  diverse  interests  and  talents.  To  as- 
sure creditable  preparation  whether  for  higher 
education  or  for  vocations,  costly  shops,  libra- 
ries and  laboratories  are  required.  Friends  may 
provide  a rich  benefit  to  education  by  encour- 
aging respect  for  profound  knowledge  which  is 
integrated  among  various  fields  of  the  curricu- 
lum. Yet  the  challenge  to  Friends  remains.  To 
attain  this  requires  a committed  staff,  a soeial 
(Troup  large  enough  to  raaintain  a stable  school 
population  and  to  give  financial  aid  to  the  pro- 
gram. 

Coneern  for  these  aims  is  not  presently  sup- 
ported by  adequate  resources  or  by  a vigorously 
felt  need.  Those  indicating  a wish  to  participate 
are  scattered  geographieally.  They  differ  in  pre- 
ferring a school  set  in  a rural  or  urban  com- 
munity. Relatively  few  Friends’  children  are  at 
an  age  to  seek  enrollment  now.  The  fact  that 
numbers  of  younger  ehildren  would  be  ready 
for  high  school  within  the  next  five  or  ten  years 
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could  well  change  the  situation  later.  Ways 
in  which  Friends  Schools  could  be  particularly 
valuable  are  similar  to  those  of  any  good  school 
—ways  less  available  in  public  schools  because 
of  resistance  to  change  and  the  necessity  of  ac- 
commodating larger  numbers  of  students.  The 
independent  school  has  freedom  to  make  use  of 
unusual  and  rewarding  pedagogical  methods. 
Beyond  that  Friends  have  the  wish  to  achieve 
and  the  gift  for  achieving  a one-ness  with  each 
other  which  should  uniquely  enable  teachers 
who  are  Friends  to  produce  a fine  integration 
in  the  young  people  entrusted  to  their  care. 

One  of  the  great  weaknesses  in  current  sec- 
ondary education  is  lack  of  coordination  of  sub- 
jects. The  student  may  be  fortunate  enough  to 
have  at  one  time  a good  teacher  of  literature, 
a good  teacher  of  social  science,  and  a good 
teacher  of  biology,  yet  somehow  all  these  sub- 
jects may  stay  compartmentalized.  For  instance, 
in  the  historical  aspect  of  the  subjects  men- 
tioned, the  student  may  get  the  feeling  that  one 
set  of  people  expressed  themselves  in  early  types 
of  drama,  and  developed  different  forms  of  poet- 
ry and  the  novel;  an  entirely  other  set  fought 
wars,  had  kings,  and  produced  dreadful  dates 
to  be  remembered;  and  surely  from  quite  a sep- 
arate population  came  dedicated  observers  and 
experimenters,  such  as,  Galen,  Harvey,  Mendel 
and  Pasteur.  Too  seldom  is  it  brought  out  that 
artists  or  scientists  can  also  be  political  figures. 
Students  would  be  surprised  to  learn  that  By- 
ron’s first  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords  had  to 
do  with  technological  unemployment.  What 
would  the  student  answer  if  asked  whether  he 
thought  that  Joliot-Curie  would  be  remembered 
most  as  a physicist  or  a radical  politician?  How 
fascinating  is  the  fact  that,  in  a single  year,  fate 
presented  the  world  with  three  such  variously 
portentous  gifts  as  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Cali- 
fornia, the  publication  of  Vanitij  Fair,  and  the 
circulation  of  the  Communist  Manifesto? 

Establishing  connections  even  between  closely 
allied  subjects  is  often  overlooked.  One  of  our 
members  in  a trigonometry  course,  trying  to 
teach  facility  in  calculating  certain  results  based 
on  the  properties  of  angles,  discovered  that  pu- 
pils were  completely  unaware  of  the  possibility 
of  applying  in  the  physics  course  the  principles 
which  involved  the  calculation  of  vectors.  When 
the  two  teachers  together  presented  the  ideas, 
it  was  a great  revelation.  The  whole  conception 
that  what  students  were  being  taught  was  true 
and  workable  in  any  situation,  not  just  some- 
thing to  memorize  and  give  back  to  the  teacher 
astonished  them.  Should  we  not  always  put 
learning  into  life  and  life  into  learning? 

Further  than  that,  what  do  we  look  to  Quaker 
education  to  supply?  An  approach  to  contem- 
porary problems  which  empliasizes  loving  un- 
derstanding rather  than  excoriation  of  jmblic 
figures  who  have  taken  what  seem  “wrong”  po- 
sitions. We  need  not  be  less  anxious  to  work 
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for  what  we  believe  to  be  right.  But  surely 
nothing  is  more  needed  today  than  a leaven  of 
informed  citizens  with  a temperate  outlook  and 
a deep  commitment. 

Another  value  in  the  West  where  Meetings 
are  scattered  may  be  the  opportunity  which 
Friends  schools  would  afford  young  people  to 
develop  solidarity  with  one  another.  By  their 
own  organizational  efforts  Young  Friends  of  the 
Southwest  Half-Yearly  Meeting  have  shown  us 
that  this  is  a great  need.  Adult  guidance  in 
school  situations  may  be  an  effective  way  to 
help  thbm  form  an  “inter-knittedness,”  as  one 
expressed  it,  with  each  other.  It  would  be  of 
the  utmost  significance  now  and  in  the  future. 


REPORT  OF  F.C.N.L 

A report  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  Na- 
tional Legislation  is  given  each  year  to  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  because  of  a conviction  that  this 
committee  plays  a vital  role  in  the  religious  wit- 
ness of  Friends.  Not  that  the  F.C.N.L.  under- 
takes to  “represent”  Friends,  or  to  speak  for  all 
Friends,  since  that  would  be  impossible.  But 
with  humility,  with  prayerful  thought  on  the 
moral  implications  of  each  issue,  it  does,  we  be- 
lieve, speak  for  a very  large  number  of  Friends. 
The  more  actively  we  Friends  associate  our- 
selves with  the  legislative  issues  with  which  it 
deals,  the  more  we  give  careful  thought  to  these 
issues,  and  make  our  voices  heard,  the  more 
meaningful  will  be  the  results  that  Friends  Com- 
mittee on  National  Legislation  can  achieve  for 
all  of  us,  and  for  the  society  in  which  we  live. 

While  political  participation  of  one  sort  or 
another  is  a thread  running  through  most  of 
Quaker  history,  the  F.C.N.L.  is  only  13  years 
old.  Yet  in  that  time,  it  has  grown  steadily  in 
the  scope  of  its  activities  and  in  its  influence. 
No  other  Protestant  organization  is  represented 
in  Washington  by  a staff  working  full  time  on 
matters  of  legislation.  Many  members  of  Con- 
gress have  come  to  rely  on  it  for  background  in- 
formation that  is  accurate  and  objective,  infor- 
mation they  do  not  themselves  have  time  to 
assemble.  The  F.C.N.L.  serves  as  focal  point  and 
coordinating  agency  for  groups  with  common 
interests  and  concerns.  But  basically,  it  is  to 
Friends  that  the  committee  must  look  for  guid- 
ance and  support,  both  moral  and  financial.  If 
we  are  true  to  our  Quaker  tradition,  we  must, 
we  believe,  agree  with  William  Penu  when  he 
said,  “Government  seems  to  me  a part  of  relig- 
ion itself,  a thing  sacred  in  its  institution  and 
end,”  and  with  Henry  Cadbury  in  his  statement 
that  political  concern  is  an  inseparable  feature 
of  religion. 

In  the  year  which  has  elapsed  since  our  1955 
Yearly  Meeting,  the  committee  has  been  deep- 
ly concerned  with  various  asix'cts  of  the  grow- 
ing dominance  of  the  militar\’  in  our  national 
life.  On  the  constructi\e  side,  the  I’.C.N.L.  has 
supported  the  work  of  Harold  Stassen  in  his 
capacity  as  s])ccial  ad\isor  to  the  Prc'sideut  on 
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disarmament,  as  well  as  Senator  Humphrey  in 
his  snb-committee  on  disarmament.  While  prog- 
ress to  date  is  almost  microseopic,  the  recent 
disarmament  conference  in  London  did  lay  some 
indispensible  groundwork  for  later  discussions. 
It  is  ironic  that  the  federal  budget  for  disarm- 
ament effort  is  some  $500,000,  whereas  expendi- 
tures for  armaments  is  over  35  billion  dollars. 
The  two  California  offices  of  F.C.N.L.  support- 
ed the  activities  toward  disarmament  not  only 
by  distributing  a comprehensive  Newsletter  on 
the  subject,  but  each  participated  in  a local  dis- 
armament conference,  jointly  sponsored  by  local 
groups.  A somewhat  related  effort  by  the  Cali- 
fornia offices  took  the  form  of  a very  wide  dis- 
tribution pf  a leaflet  signed  by  church  and  peace 
leaders  calling  for  letters  protesting  the  H-bomb 
tests. 

The  F.C.N.L.  took  an  active  lead  in  pushing 
a measure  to  provide  ocean  freight  reimburse- 
ment for  the  shipment  of  surplus  commodities  to 
voluntary  agencies,  and  its  strenuous  and  many- 
faceted  efforts  were  crowned  with  ultimate  suc- 
cess. 

The  F.C.N.L  also  supported,  by  newsletters, 
action  sheets,  or  testimony  before  Congressional 
committees,  long-term  foreign  aid,  the  Organi- 
zation for  Trade  Cooperation  (OTC),  admit- 
tance of  more  foreign  visitors,  modification  of 
the  McCarran-Walter  Immigration  Act.  civil 
rights,  and  legislation  to  give  Indians  a greater 
voice  in  determination  of  policies  relating  to 
them.  As  this  report  is  written  the  prospects  for 
Congressional  action  on  most  of  these  issues  be- 
fore adjournment  are  not  bright. 

Now  for  a brief  summary  of  the  work  on  the 
state  level  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  Legis- 
lation (F.C.L.),  the  branch  offices  of  F.C.N.L. 
in  Pasadena  and  San  Francisco: 

As  Californians  know,  the  legislature  meets 
in  the  even-numbered  years  for  a 30-clay  budget 
session.  There  is  usually  a concurrent  “special 
session.”  called  by  the  governor,  which  is  auth- 
orized to  deal  only  with  specific  subjects  enum- 
erated bv  him.  The  F.C.L.  made  a concerted 
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but  unsuccessful  effort  to  have  the  governor  in- 
clude in  the  agenda  legislation  to  provide  state 
funds  for  adult  education  in  county  jails,  elimi- 
nated in  the  preceding  session. 

On  the  whole  there  was  little  legislation  in 
the  1956  session  of  special  concern  to  Friends. 
There  was  one  more  attempt,  fortunately  un- 
successful, at  further  restriction  of  civil  liberties 
in  a bill  to  deny  tax  exemption  to  any  non-profit 
organization  “any  substantial  part  of  whose  ac- 
tivities is  carrying  on  propaganda  or  otherwise 
attempting  to  influence  legislation.”  This  bill 
followed  a report  by  Senator  Dilworth’s  Com- 
mittee on  Education  titled  “Patriotism  or  Paci- 
fism, Which?”  embodying  an  investigation  of 
the  influence  on  school  children  of  pacifist 
groups,  especially  the  Fellowship  of  Reconcilia- 
tion. 

F.C.L.  supported  a constitutional  amendment 
to  lengthen  legislative  sessions  and  improve  leg- 
islative procedures,  but  the  bill  failed.  The 
Assembly  Interim  Committee  to  Study  Capital 
Punishment  received  an  additional  $6,000  for 
further  hearings.  It  is  heartening  to  report  the 
almost  unanimous  adoption  of  a resolution  in- 
troduced by  a Negro  assemblyman,  urged  the 
Congress  and  the  executive  branch  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  support  the  recent  decisions 
of  the  supreme  court  on  civil  rights.  The  two 
California  offices  distributed  many  thousands  of 
voting  profiles,  both  members  of  the  Congress 
and  of  the  California  state  legislature,  showing 
how  legislators  voted  on  selected  measures. 

The  state  offices  benefited  greatly  from  a visit 
last  November  of  Raymond  Wilson  and  Stephen 
Cary.  Last  but  not  least,  a word  of  tribute  to 
Trevor  Thomas  and  Catherine  Cory,  the  dedi- 
cated and  indefatigable  executive  secretaries  of 
the  two  offices.  In  addition  to  their  tireless 
work  directly  with  and  for  the  membership, 
both  have  made  the  F.C.L.  offices  rallying 
points  and  information  clearing  houses  for  many 
grouDS  and  individuals  who  might  otherwise  be 
for  the  most  part  politically  inarticulate. 

— Ceorges  AI.  Weber 
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